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         Second Sunday of Advent
The Prelude

Ringing Of The Bell

Word of Greeting and Announcements

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns

Musical Meditation

Call to Worship


Liturgist:
By the tender mercy of our God,

People:
the dawn from on high will break upon us.

Liturgist:
It will give light to those who sit in darkness and 


in the shadow of death,

People:
to guide our feet into the way of peace

Liturgist: 
Break us open. Shine your light. Guide our way.

People:
Prince of Peace, we come to worship You.
*The Hymn

 "Now Bless the God of Israel"
                 

  #110
*The Prayer of Invocation - Unison

Prince of Peace, we celebrate Your coming into our world and 
lives at this time of year, but it is easy for us to forget the ways of peace. In this season, we help our neighbor in need, we give gifts, we share what we have. In this time as winter is growing cold; help us not to forget the calling to follow You and Your ways of peace come January. Help us not to forget the hope we feel in this season once the lights and decorations are gone. Be born in us this day, loving Christ, and may Your peace prevail in our hearts and in our lives, and in our world. Amen.


Liturgist:
O Lord, open our lips.`


People:
And our mouths shall show forth Your praise.

*An Act of Praise


"Advent Gloria"


Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son.

 Glory be to God the Spirit, Great Jehovah Three in One.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Lighting the Advent Candle - Peace

Liturgist:
Peace is the flame


given by God to be a light in the darkness.


People:
The flame of peace is the promise of God.


Liturgist:
Peace is the flame


given by God to bring justice to the world.


People:
The flame of peace is righteousness and equity.

Liturgist:
Peace is the flame



given by God to bring order to our lives.

People:
The flame of peace enters the world again with


the birth of the Prince of Peace.
Lighting the Second Candle


Liturgist:
Let us pray:

All:
Source of light, shine in our lives and in Your world 



with Your everlasting peace.  Amen.

The Hymn


The Candle of Peace


The candle of peace shines bright with God's plan;


The wolf will lie down and dwell with the lamb.


Our guns and our weapons, our hatred and war,


Will give way to gardens that heal and restore.
A Time With Young Christians

   Child of God, your loving parent, learn to know whose child you are.
   Grow to laugh and sing and worship, trust and love God more than all.

The Collect - Unison

Holy Word, You are our guide and ultimate assurance.


By your Holy Spirit, open us to Your promises and commands


and shower us again with Your hope and peace. Amen.
The Reading of God's Word


Liturgist:
Listen now for the word of God



Malachi 3:1-4
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Philippians 1:3-11
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Liturgist:
For the Word of God in Scripture,


For the Word of God among us,



For the Word of God within us.


People:
Thanks be to God.

Liturgist:
The Holy Gospel of our Lord according to St. Luke

People:
Glory to You, O Lord.



Luke 3:1=6
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Liturgist:
The Gospel of our Lord.


People:
Praise to You, O Christ.

The Anthem


         "Child of Love"

The Homily 

          "Where Is Your Wilderness?"
The Hymn
      
     "There's a Voice in the Wilderness"
 
             #120
The Call to Prayer



Leader:
The Lord be with you.



People:
And also with you.

Silent Prayers of the People


Pastoral Prayer

The Prayer Response
"Silent Prayers"   
    
    Tune:  Stille Nacht
"Silent prayers, holy prayers, lifting up all our cares.
Send Thy comfort so tender and mild,


Lord, enfold us as thine own child.

Grant us heavenly peace.  Grant us heavenly peace."

The Giving of Our Gifts and Offerings

The Offertory

*The Doxology









Praise God from whom all blessings flow;



Praise God all creatures here below;



Praise God above ye heav'nly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*The Prayer of Dedication - Unison

Holy One, You come in this holy season with the simple gift of life 

itself.  Holy One, You invite us to share from the abundance of our 
lives,  so others might be filled with life, with hope, with love, and 
with grace. Bless these gifts we offer to You, so they may be used to 

share the gospel of wholeness and welcome for all. Amen.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Approach 




Liturgist: 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock;





if those who hear my voice open the door,





I will come in to them and eat with them,





and they with me.



People:
O taste and see that the Lord is good!





Happy are all who find refuge in God!


The Eucharistic Prayer



Liturgist:
May the God of every mercy be with you.


People:
May you be filled with the tenderness of our God.


Liturgist:
Lift up your hearts to the One who looks with grace 




upon us.


People:
Confident of God’s love, we open our hearts to the 




One who comes to us.


Liturgist:
Sing glad songs of praise in this moment.


People:
We join our sisters and brothers in joyful thanksgiving.






Liturgist:
Chaos could not endure the day of creation’s coming, Ingenuous God, and so gave way to Your gifts
of snowflakes gently melting on our eyelashes,
of golden clouds awakening our mornings,
of shining stars lighting heavens at night.
These joys, and so many more were given to those 




shaped in Your image, but we heard the voices of temptation crying out and foolishly followed. You called women and men (and even children) to remind us of 




Your promised mercy, but we refused to see sin and 




death as our foes. So You sent Your heart’s Delight to us, Jesus, preparing the way for your redemption to come




 to us. With those who long for hope, with those who 




cry out for justice, 



All:  

Holy, holy, holy are You, Melter of our frozen hearts.




All creation waits for Your Advent once again.




Hosanna in the highest!




Blessed is the Dawn from on high.




Hosanna in the highest!


Liturgist:
You alone are holy, God of our hopes, and Jesus is 




Your glory made flesh. He came with tender mercy in 




His hands, to shatter our hardened hearts. He came to 




transform fuller’s soap into the waters of baptism. He 




came to shine a bright light in death’s eyes, stunning it 




into submission to resurrection’s love.




As we draw ever closer to Bethlehem, as we prepare 




to journey with Jesus from birth to new life, we declare 




that mystery we know as faith:


All:

Christ died, preparing the way for salvation;




Christ was raised through the baptism of the 





resurrection;




Christ will come, Dawn from on high of every time 




and place.

Liturgist:

As Your people gather at Your Table, pour out Your 




Spirit on us and on these gifts of joy and wonder.




Though broken, the Bread makes us strong enough




to not only cry out for justice, but to sacrifice for it;




to not only notice the poor, but to discover what they 




have to teach us. Poured out, the hope of the Cup




can flow through us, to feed the hungry, to be reconciled 




to those we fear, to welcome all cast aside by the world.




You will look on us with grace at the end of all time,




gathering us with our sisters and brothers




around the Table of life eternal, where we will forever 




sing our praises to you, God in Community, Holy in One. 












           Amen.
 
The Words of Institution


The Prayer Of Our Savior - Singing



Our Father, Which art in heaven,



Hallowed be Thy name.



Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,



On earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread.



And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.



And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory



forever.  Amen.


The Communion
{Grape juice in center of tray-Bread is Gluten Free.}


The Prayer of Thanksgiving
-  Unison


Gracious God, in this Holy Meal You have given us a



 foretaste of Your eternal banquet. Send us out in the


      power of Your Spirit to live and work to your praise

      and glory.  Amen.

*The Hymn

"Peace I Leave with You, My Friends"

             #249
*The Commission and Benediction


Liturgist:  Let the hope and peace of this Advent season fill 



  your life in the  busy days ahead.  Love and care for 



  one another in the name of Christ. 



  Go blessed and comforted by the tenderness of God, 



  filled with the peace of Jesus Christ 



  strengthened by the presence of the Holy Spirit.


People:
  Amen.

*The Benediction Response
  "Like Shepherds of Old"   Tune: The First Noel 
Like shepherds of old keeping watch through the night,
We are watching and waiting for heavenly light.

Going forth in peace, proclaiming God's love,

Bring tidings of great joy from heaven above!

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel.  Jesus shall come -- Emmanuel!" 

*The Postlude
***********************************

Candle Lighting Readings produce by Presbyterian World Service

and Development.  Written by The Rev. Mary Whitson.
The Candle of Hope written by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette-2015
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