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              First Sunday of Advent
The Prelude

Ringing Of The Bell

Word of Greeting and Announcements

Sharing Our Joys and Concerns

Musical Meditation

Call to Worship


Liturgist:
Because of you, Righteous God, we begin our journey to 


Bethlehem,


People:
trusting that you will lead us down the paths of 


faithfulness.

Liturgist:
For you, Child Jesus, we wait,

People:
on this day of anticipation and hope,


in the days of doubt and worry.

Liturgist: 
With you, Spirit of Advent, we serve,

People:
those for whom this season is not one of joy;


those whose lives are empty of family and friends.
*The Hymn

 "Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates"
                 
  #117
*The Prayer of Invocation - Unison

We are making our way on the road to Bethlehem, on our journey 
of expectation for the Christ-child, knowing that You, O God, are entering our world and our lives in a new way. You will catch us off guard. You will surprise us. You will challenge us. Loving God, guide our hearts and our lives to the fullness of Your hope. Keep us on the journey. In this season of Advent, help us to renew our faith, renew our commitment to You, and renew our covenant to love our neighbors, especially the strangers and refugees, as ourselves. Amen..


Liturgist:
O Lord, open our lips.`


People:
And our mouths shall show forth Your praise.

*An Act of Praise


"Advent Gloria"


Glory be to God the Father, glory be to God the Son.

 Glory be to God the Spirit, Great Jehovah Three in One.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Lighting the Advent Candle - Hope

Litugist:
Hope is a light



given by God at the beginning of creation.


People:
Hope is a gift of God.


Liturgist:
Hope is a light



given by God in the teaching of the prophets.


People:
Hope is the gift of God



revealed in the life of Christ.


Liturgist:
Hope is a light



given by God,



the son of God,



the son of Mary.

Lighting the First Candle

Liturgist:
Let us pray:

All:
Source of light, shine in our lives and in Your world


with Your renewing hope.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.

The Hymn


The Candle of Hope


The candle of hope we light in this hour


Proclaims that the Lord is coming in power.


We wait for a future, now hidden from view,


When Christ in his glory will make all things new.

A Time With Young Christians

   Child of God, your loving parent, learn to know whose child you are.
   Grow to laugh and sing and worship, trust and love God more than all.

The Collect - Unison

Direct our attention, O God, above the turmoil of our times,

beyond the distress of human greed.  We look for signs that


Your realm is near, that Your Word rules the world.  Free us


from the weight of heavy cares to bear Your joyous truth into


our relationships.  Bring us together in a spirit of thanksgiving

and earnest prayer.  Amen.
The Reading of God's Word


Old Testament Lesson
Jeremiah 33:14-16

Page 738

Epistle Lesson


1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Page 204


Liturgist:
For the Word of God in Scripture,




For the Word of God among us,





For the Word of God within us.



People:
Thanks be to God.


Gospel Lesson


Luke 21:25-36

Page 85


Liturgist:
The Gospel of our Lord.



People:
Praise to You, O Christ.

The Homily 

"Has Your Hope Been Downsized?"
The Hymn
    

"O Day of God, Draw Near"


  #611
The Call to Prayer



Leader:
The Lord be with you.



People:
And also with you.

Silent Prayers of the People


Pastoral Prayer

The Prayer Response
"Silent Prayers"   
    
    Tune:  Stille Nacht
"Silent prayers, holy prayers, lifting up all our cares.
Send Thy comfort so tender and mild,


Lord, enfold us as thine own child.

Grant us heavenly peace.  Grant us heavenly peace."

The Giving of Our Gifts and Offerings

The Offertory

*The Doxology









Praise God from whom all blessings flow;



Praise God all creatures here below;



Praise God above ye heav'nly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*The Prayer of Dedication - Unison
Because of You, Abundant God, we have blessings to offer to others. May You use our gifts to restore hope to the despairing, to feed the hungry, and to fill the empty hearts of the lonely. This we ask in the name of Jesus. Amen.
*The Hymn


"O Come, O Come Emmanuel"

             #116

*The Commission and Benediction


Liturgist:  Let the hope of this Advent season fill your life 
 

   in the  busy days ahead.  Love and care for one 


  another in the name of Christ. 


  Go blessed and comforted by the tenderness of God, 


  filled with the peace of Jesus Christ 


  strengthened by the presence of the Holy Spirit.


People:
  Amen.

*The Benediction Response
  "Like Shepherds of Old"   Tune: The First Noel 
Like shepherds of old keeping watch through the night,
We are watching and waiting for heavenly light.

Going forth in peace, proclaiming God's love,

Bring tidings of great joy from heaven above!

Noel, Noel, Noel.  Jesus shall come -- Emmanuel!" 

*The Postlude
***********************************

Candle Lighting Readings produce by Presbyterian World Service

and Development.  Written by The Rev. Mary Whitson.
The Candle of Hope written by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette-2015
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